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PWQA annually
recognizes leaders in
the water quality
industry. Nominate
a deserving person
today! Award
recipients are selected
from nominations
submitted by
members. We are
accepting nominations
year-round on our
website,
www.pwga.com.
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MEMBER

The WQA 2021 Annual Meeting was held virtually on April 27. Four PWQA members were honored during the WQA 2021 Leadership
Awards. The 2021 Hall of Fame Award has been bestowed to Michael Mecca, Director of New Product Development for Performance
Water Products. Francis DeSilva, National Sales Manager for ResinTech Inc., was awarded the Key Award, Larry Gottlieb, President
of ResinTech, Inc., was awarded the Ray Cross Award, and Greg Reyneke, MWS, Managing Director of Red Fox Advisors, was
awarded the Regents Award. All awards will be presented in-person during the WQA Convention and Exposition July 28-30 in Las
Vegas. Congratulations to Michael, Frank, Larry, Greg, and all the WQA 2021 Leadership Award winners!

HALL OF FAME

WQA Hall of Fame is the highest honor bestowed upon

a WQA member. This recipient is recognized for his
lifetime dedication and service to the water quality
improvement industry and the association.

MICHAEL MECCA
Performance Water Products
Mike Mecca got his start in the
water treatment industry 42 years
ago, designing and building
residential water softeners. That
hands-on experience led to a
passion for Reverse Osmosis,
which was in its infancy at the time.
Mike was awarded several patents
™ in the bottled water vending
industry. In 1999 he joined the Performance Water Prod-
ucts team as director of new product development. Mike
has applied his experience in government affairs to WQA
and the Pacific Water Quality Association and helps lead
the effort to help judiciously interpret water softener
restrictions across the country. Mike was honored with
WQA's Regents Award in 2007, the Award of Merit in 2010,
and the Lifetime Membership Award in 2016.

KEY AWARD

Like receiving the key to a city, this WQA member is
recognized for demonstrating the highest qualities
of leadership within his/her company, industry, and
various associations, as well as in local civic

and community activities.

FRANCIS J. DESILVA
ResinTech, Inc.

Frank J. DeSilva is National Sales
Manager for ResinTech Inc.,
where he has worked for more
than 30 years. He holds a Master
of Science in Environmental
Engineering from New Jersey
Institute of Technology and has
authored numerous articles on ion
exchange and related topics. Frank serves on the Board
of Directors of the Pacific Water Quality Association and
is a Past President of that association. He is also a
member of the AWWA lon Exchange Standards
Committee and serves on the Legislative and Regulatory
Committee of the Association of Water Technologies. He
is a longtime WQA member and serves as chair of the
Federal Government Relations Committee.

RAY CROSS AWARD

In honor of Ray E. Cross, Water Specialist Emeritus and
Past President of WCAI 1960, this special award recognizes
a current or former WQA member whose pioneer spirit and
unwavering commitment has made a notable difference in
the water treatment industry and has not been previously
honored with the Hall of Fame or Lifetime Member Award.

LARRY GOTTLIEB
ResinTech, Inc.
Since 2017, Larry Gottlieb has been
President of ResinTech, Inc., a company
his family started. During his time at
ResinTech, he launched several subsidi-
ary businesses including Aries Filterworks
and ACM Technologies. Larry earned a
degree in Mechanical Engineering from

\ /N the University of Pittsburgh and began his
career with HoItec International, a leader in the nuclear power
field. He serves on the WQA Board of Directors and is a member
of the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Environmental Technolo-
gy and Trade Advisory Committee (ETTAC). He also supports
the Jewish Federation of Southern New Jersey, particularly in its
efforts providing housing, assisted living and long-term care for
the elderly.

REGENTS AWARD

The Regents Award is presented to an individual, or
group of individuals, who has made a significant
contribution at the state or local level working with
issues affecting the industry such as ethics, legislation,
or educational efforts.

GREG REYNEKE, MWS

Red Fox Advisors

Greg Reyneke has more than two
decades of ongoing experience in the
management and growth of water
treatment dealerships. His expertise
spans residential, commercial, and
industrial applications including waste-
water remediation, Legionella risk-man-
agement, and advanced corrosion
control strategies. The 2016 recipient of the Ray Cross Award,
Greg has been active in the WQA since 2004 and served on
numerous committees and advisory councils. He also has
served on the WQA Board of Directors since 2018.

Greg is a voting member of the NSF Joint Committee

on Drinking Water Treatment Units and is active

with the American Society of Sanitary Engineering.

He is past President of the PWQA.
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Report sets path toward clean drinking water for all Californians

Study co-authored by UCLA researchers finds hundreds of public water systems are out of compliance

Article by Michelle Einstein ¢ Published on newsroom.ucla.edu, 4/12/2021 (https://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/clean-drinking-water-california)

California was the first U.S. state to legally recognize
access to safe, clean and affordable water as a human
right. But substantial parts of the state lack access to
drinking water that meets those criteria.

A new study (PDF) published by the California State Water
Board and supported by UCLA research identifies a risk for
failure among a significant portion of the state’s small and
medium-sized public water systems. The report is the first
comprehensive analysis of how clean water is provided in
California, and it estimates how much it would actually cost
to deliver safe water to every resident.

The research was a collaboration between the UCLA Luskin
Center for Innovation, the water board’s Needs Analysis
Unit, Corona Environmental Consulting, Sacramento State
University’s Office of Water Programs, the Pacific Institute
and the University of North Carolina’s Environmental
Finance Center.

Of the 2,779 public water systems evaluated in the study,
nearly half are at some risk of failing to provide an adequate
supply of safe drinking water. To measure the health of
water systems, the researchers assessed each water
system using 19 indicators for water quality, accessibility,
affordability and operational capacity.

Based on those assessments, each system received an
overall rating indicating how likely it would be to fail — from
“not at risk” at the top end of the scale, to “potentially at
risk” and “at risk” for the systems with the lowest scores.
The researchers found 25% of water systems to be “at risk,
while an additional 23% are “potentially at risk.”

The study also identified locations where groundwater
quality is out of compliance with the state’s safe water
drinking standards. About one-third of domestic wells and
one-half of state small water systems were found to be at a
high risk for containing contaminants like nitrate and
arsenic.

“llluminating the extent of at-risk water systems is an
important step,” said Gregory Pierce, the study’s principal
investigator and an associate director at the Luskin Center
for Innovation. “By more fully understanding the issues, we
can move to more resilient and accessible water sources.”

The study noted that water quality and infrastructure issues
vary substantially across the state. For instance, Kings
County, in central California, has the highest proportion of
at-risk public water systems (75%), while San Francisco
County and Modoc County in the northern part of the state
have zero at-risk systems.

The research incorporated a comprehensive evaluation of
thousands of water systems and hundreds of thousands of
wells, as well as input from water managers, environmental
nonprofits and advocacy groups.

Among the other findings:

Holistic solutions can help.

* In the short term, bottled water and home filtration systems can be
used to help communities that need clean drinking water immedi-
ately. The researchers estimate that those short-term interventions
would cost between $500 million and $1.6 billion over the next five
to nine years.

+ Long-term solutions include enhancing water treatment; consoli-
dating small, underperforming water systems; and providing
experts to advise communities on how to improve those systems.
The study estimates a wide range of total costs for those solutions,
depending on which actions local systems adopt, but the midpoint
estimate is about $5.7 billion.

More funding will be needed.

+ The Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund, which was estab-
lished in 2019 to help bring adequate drinking water to disadvan-
taged communities, already provides critical financial support. But
for all California communities to have reliably safe drinking water,
more financial resources are likely needed.

+ Additional funding could come from a variety of sources, including
the state legislature, the governor’s office and federal agencies.

The analysis suggests prioritizing funding for water systems that are
currently most at risk and that are located in underserved communi-
ties. It also sets the stage for a deeper investigation of how the state
can ensure safe, clean and affordable water for all — an especially
salient issue as Congress is considering a federal infrastructure bill
that would, in part, address the systems that deliver drinking water
throughout the U.S.

“I'm optimistic that as a nation, we’re talking about upgrading our
pipes and cleaning up our contaminated drinking water,” said Peter
Roquemore, a co-author of the study and a researcher at the Luskin
Center for Innovation. “Infrastructure might not always be glamorous,
but the impacts of fixing our water systems would be huge.”
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OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF...

LOUIS JOSEPH RANDAZZO

Owner, Randazzo Water
)] December 31, 1925 - December 11, 2020

Lou was born and raised in San Jose. In
1943, at the age of 17, he joined the Navy
= 2 to serve in World War Il. He saw many

battles in the South Pacific and his aircraft
carrier was attacked by Kamikaze planes. During his service,
he learned about water treatment and he went into the soft
water business upon returning home. Throughout his long
career, he co-founded Randazzo's Water and earned
numerous industry awards including PWQA's Marino
Pomares, Sidney Solomon, Special Service, and Person of
the Year awards.

Lou and his two sons, Rick and Steve, have helped establish
a family business dedicated to water treatment. Together with
Rick's wife, Maria, they have helped create an industry-
leading enterprise focused on the needs of the community.
Lou was an active volunteer for several organizations and
was a member of the Elks, Sons of Sicily, Royal Arcanum and
Native Sons of the Golden West. He will be lovingly
remembered by his family and friends for his kind heart, big
smile, great jokes, and walking his dog.

A memorial service and celebration of life will take place at a
later date when social gatherings can be safely held again.

MARGARET "PEGGY"

LOUISE BLAZEK

Retired Employee of Water Quality
Association

March 6, 1946 - December 22, 2020

Downers Grove, lllinois, passed on
December 22, 2020 peacefully with her beloved husband
Edward Blazek, son Timothy Blazek and daughter-in-law
Kristine Blazek by her side and surrounded by immense
love. She was born to Charles and Margaret Cerny on March
6, 1946 one of three children, late brother Jack (Rose) and
sister Jill (late Stan).

She married the love of her life Edward “Ed” in 1969 and built
a beautiful life together in Downers Grove, lllinois. Together
they sacrificed and provided for two children Timothy
(Kristine) Blazek and Ryan (Teri Lynn) Blazek. She is also
survived by her seven grandchildren — Chase, Emma, Ryder,
Kaitlynn, Tyler, Zoie, and Isabella as well as her beloved dog
Annie.

Peggy worked for Water Quality Association and retired after
21 years all the while building lasting friendships with those
she worked. Peggy gave so much love to her husband Ed
and enjoyed golfing, traveling and cooking for the family.
Peggy and Ed were married 50 years and together for 60
years and built an everlasting love that will endure forever.
Some of her proudest moments were when she got to
celebrate her surprise 50th wedding anniversary in 2019 with
Ed, Son Timothy (Kristine), Cousin Jayne (Rich) Miller, dear
friend Judee (Ron) Kraska and Jerry (Eddie) Bursik.

Peggy was an accomplished competitive swimmer at a
young age and was especially happy to hear that her
grandchildren were enjoying a sport she loved so much.
Lastly, her love of cooking for Sunday dinners and especially
for Holidays will be remembered forever.

ROY RUSSELL, Il
Past PWQA President

September 6, 1942 - January 7, 2021

Past PWQA President and PWQA's Industry
Award recipient, Roy Russell, lll has passed
«. away. Roy was born in Topeka, Kansas. He

moved to San Jose in the early 1950s and his father bought a
Culligan franchise where he first got his start in water
treatment. After college at Stanford University, he was drafted
into the US Army and served in Vietham spending most of his
time editing the publication Typhoon.

Roy worked for his father Roy Russell Jr. at his Culligan
dealership for several years before starting Pacific Water
System in 1972. He designed and built many water treatment
systems large and small. Funnily, his favorite may have been
the 1 cf auto carbon that Pacific Water System installed at a
small aquarium store in San Francisco because the owners
were so nice. It was special to him and he made sure it went
flawlessly every year when they serviced the unit. | think this is
a good example of who he was.

Roy's lifelong desire to help people lead him to join the Rotary
Club of San Jose in 1983. He enjoyed working with customers
and valued all of them. When business was slow for this
customer he wouldn’t charge them. Roy was a tireless worker
who showed up at 8 am every day until his death.

THOMAS DAVID “TOM” HOLLER

¥ [ ong time industry veteran
1952 - May 12, 2021

| Tom was born in 1952 in Sheboygan, WI.
He attended Trinity Lutheran Grade
School, Sheboygan High School and
graduated in 1975 from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison with degrees in Oceanography, Botany,
and Limnology. He married Debra Holler in 1976.

Tom worked for KW Muth and Ametek-Plymouth Products
Inc. in Sheboygan, WI. While at Ametek-Plymouth Products
Inc., Tom spearheaded their OEM and commercial filtration
sales. He and his family moved to Glastonbury, CT in 1995.
Tom worked for Cuno, Meridan, CT, a division of 3M, until
retiring in 2007 as a marketing executive in the Filtration
industry. At Cuno, Tom helped integrate Cuno’s water
filtration into 3M’s ecosystem and streamline their
foodservice and commercial/ industrial filter sales. Tom
continued to be employed after retirement as a contract
employee working in the United States, Europe and Asia.

Upon his retirement in 2007, Tom and his wife moved to
Tellico Village, Loudon, TN where Tom was an active
member of the Togua Golf Club and the Tellico Village
Fishing Club. Tom and his wife moved to Youngsville, NC in
2019 to be close to family as Tom battled Bladder Cancer.

https://www.brightfunerals.com/tributes/ThomasDavid-Holler

PACIFIC WATER QUALITY
ASSOCIATION

2700 East Foothill Blvd. #209
Pasadena, CA 91107
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